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me.counsel” was not negligent. ¶24. “Where a trial court has made findings of fact after conducting
an evidentiary hearing in order to resolve a Rule 60(b) motion, this Court will not disturb those
findings on appeal unless they are manifestly wrong and not supported by the evidence.” Smith v.
Forrest County Bd. of Supervisors, 149 So. 3d 443, 450 (¶24) (Miss. 2014) (citing M.R.C.P. 52(a) and
McMillan v. Patterson, 813 So. 2d 678, 681 (¶3) (Miss. 2002)). ¶25. Here, the trial court found that
Farmer was effectively abandoned by his attorneys, and the parties were aware of that fact. The trial
court further found that Farmer did not seek new counsel within a reasonable time. We have held
that “[a] party may be abandoned by his or her attorney,” and where the abandonment is “proved,
the burden shifts to the party to determine if he is in fact abandoned and whether he should seek
other counsel.” M.R.C.P. 60(b) cmt. [5]. The party must “promptly request reinstatement of his right
to representation and promptly commence proceedings, if necessary.” Miss. R. Civ. P. 60(b) cmt. [5].
This burden is imposed “not because of any negligence on the part of the party asserting
abandonment or not seeking other counsel, but instead because an ‘abandoned’ party should not be
allowed to simply sit back and wait until the statute of limitations expires.” Id. ¶26. The record
supports the trial court’s finding that Farmer was abandoned by his attorneys. On the last day of his
case, Farmer was notified that his trial would not proceed the next day due to a scheduling conflict
for the judge. Farmer’
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